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Giving You 
Peace of Mind



The financial planning mentoring service 
helps you to:

n confirm the services of a professional Financial Planner & 
Investment Adviser are of significant benefit to you (and 
value for money) 

n understand the planning process and the principles of 
sound investment 

n gather the data needed as the foundation for a satisfactory 
planning exercise

n define and cost your financial and investment objectives, 
especially those related to your desired future lifestyle, 
and to develop and implement a plan to achieve those 
objectives, with special emphasis on planning to ensure 
you never run out of money in any circumstances

n decide what size emergency fund would be appropriate to 
your needs and what form it should take

Your own Private Adviser will be

n fully in tune with your needs and your strategy
n there to help you adjust your strategy as your needs 

change and opportunities arise
n on hand to act as an impartial sounding board when you 

face major financial decisions
n looking after a limited number of clients so you will receive 

ongoing personal service and advice
n supported by a dedicated client support administrator

Access to your adviser and our support team

n You will be able to call, email or write to your adviser or 
dedicated client support administrator whenever you have 
a query about your own arrangements or if you want to 
find out more about financial news or articles you have 
seen

n Your adviser and our support team will deal promptly with 
your enquiries

Our Financial Planning Service is designed to help you 
approach your future with confidence. 

You will be in control of your finances, supported by an 
experienced, qualified Financial Planner. 

The Essential Money Financial Planning Service provides 
you with:

n Ongoing, confidential advice to help you make the right 
choices

n The best chance of achieving your goals
n Peace of mind so you spend less time worrying about 

your finances
n More time to enjoy the rewarding lifestyle your financial 

strategy is designed to deliver 
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Introduction

How we help you stay in control and make informed choices
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We describe Financial Planning as 
the process of helping our clients live 
the life they want without fear of ever 
running out of money.



Where are we going?

Financially speaking, we all know more or less where we 
are currently. What we really want to know is... where are 
we going?
 
The affordability of a desired lifestyle requires the timely 
availability of sufficient after-tax income to at least match 
the expenditure required. A positive personal cash flow 
is fundamental to your sense of financial security and 
peace of mind. 

However, most people understandably focus only on 
their short term cash-flow with a vague idea of what will 
happen in the medium to longer term.

Fail to plan?

The old adage of ‘fail to plan – plan to fail’ has never 
been so relevant as it is today with less State support 
available at key times – such as retirement, ill-health, 
death or loss of employment. Cash-flow planning is vital 
if financial goals such as a comfortable retirement are to 
be achieved. 

We help our clients address these issues through a 
process called lifetime cash-flow modelling. We use 
specially designed software to examine the financial 
future of our clients as a key element of our Financial 
Planning Service. 

This software provides a detailed picture of your current 
financial position. It then illustrates how your financial 
future looks, by rolling your financial position forward 
in time, year by year, taking account of all the relevant 
factors and anticipated events along the way.

The real questions..

We can model the effects of most financial actions or 
changes, at any point in time... helping you answer 
those “future” questions, such as:

n When can I afford to make the choice to carry on or 
to stop working?

n If I give some of my money to my children, will I still be 
able to live comfortably?

n What rate of investment return do I need to achieve 
my objectives?

n Can I afford to sell my practice? 
n Will downsizing our home in the future release enough 

cash to support or fund my retirement? 
n What will be my estate’s likely inheritance tax bill, and 

are there ways of reducing this liability?
n If I die or get seriously ill, how will things look for my 

family financially?
n Will I be able to afford long term care?

Who can benefit?

Lifetime cash-flow modelling is of tremendous value 
to people who wish to:

n Become and remain financially well organised
n Determine their lifetime goals
n Create a lifetime cash flow plan
n Control their tax liabilities 
n Have peace of mind they can live the life they want
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Importance of your personal Cash-flow forecast
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1.  An introduction to the principles and practice of 
financial planning and wealth management

2.  A detailed list of your capital assets and liabilities 
with a year by year record of your progress in 
building up your Net Worth

3. An analysis of your capital, broken down into the 
various asset classes and risk categories

4.  An analysis of cash outflows between different 
categories of expenditure

5.  An Income Tax computation with a calculation of 
net spendable income per year, per month and per 
week

6.  Recommendations for legal tax avoidance

7.  Lifelong cash flow forecasts to determine, on stated 
assumptions, to what extent there is a danger of 
running out of money (and when) or, if there is 
no such danger, the extent to which it should be 
possible to increase personal expenditure and/or 
gifts to family members or charities

8.  Recommendations for switches between investment 
portfolios, usually at nil cost and without triggering 
tax liabilities

9.  Guidance on what to do when property or investment 
values increase or fall significantly

10.  Details of existing investments, life assurance and 
pension plans 

11. An analysis of potential Inheritance Tax liabilities, 
with recommendations for tax minimisation and 
estate planning

 
12. Details of your professional advisers, wills, enduring 

or lasting powers of attorney and similar data which 
is helpful not only to you but also (potentially) to your 
executors and trustees

13.  Details of the recommendations and actions related 
to the planned achievement of your objectives

Personalised report presentation and discussion:

n Presents a clear and detailed summary of your financial 
arrangements

n Defines your family’s version of the ‘good life’ so you 
can begin working towards it

n Sets out a path towards achieving and maintaining 
financial independence

n Quantifies the capital and income provision required 
to cater for the financial consequences of the death or 
disability of yourself or your partner

n Identifies opportunities to minimise your tax liabilities 
n Analyses your future income and expenditure using 

realistic assumptions
n Leads to creation of an investment strategy tailored 

to your short, medium and long term aims and takes 
account of your attitude to short term volatility in the 
value of investments

n Raises awareness of tax issues likely to arise in the 
event of you or your partner’s premature death
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Presentation, discussion and detailed report

R
eview

Ac
tio

n
Financial Plan

Contents

Introduction

CashFlow Forecast

Financial Plan

Financial Planing Service

Your role in staying on track

Balance

Life

Work



Annual Planning Meetings
n Establishing a sound financial strategy is a major 

step towards making the right choices to secure the 
rewarding lifestyle you wish to lead. However, true 
security comes with the knowledge that, as the world 
around you changes, your strategy also needs to 
evolve, to address those changes, and benefit from 
them wherever possible. In this way, your financial 
strategy becomes a dynamic plan that keeps helping 
you make the right choices and achieve your goals

Purpose of Annual Planning Meetings
n To review and update your Financial Plan regularly to 

take account of changed circumstances, including 
changes in relevant law and investment conditions. 
Most clients find one planning meeting per year is 
sufficient. Comprehensive minutes are provided after 
each planning meeting

n Topics listed are tailored to your requirements at each 
meeting

Update Personal, Professional and Financial 
Circumstances
n Check for any material changes in your family situation, 

whether you have taken up a new role and any changes 
to your earnings pattern

Your Issues
n An update by you on issues requiring attention

Business Advice
n To identify what would need to happen to improve the 

profitability of your business and increase your personal 
cash inflows

Investment Review Service 
n As part of our initial advice and implementation service, 

we will have recommended an investment solution 
appropriate to your goals, assets and investment 
attitude

n As time passes, we will ensure the investment portfolios 
you own remain aligned to your investment attitude and 
investment objectives

n We will discuss changes to funds held in the light of 
relevant factors

n Changes to portfolios held will only be made with your 
agreement

n To review your personal tolerance to investment risk and 
loss and how to take it into account when developing 
investment portfolios suited to your requirements

n To choose suitable investment vehicles and investment 
funds with an appropriate risk profile and asset 
allocation

n We will examine the performance of your holdings since 
your last review

n We will review your investments to ensure they 
remain appropriate for your objectives and attitude to 
investment

n We will discuss whether any changes need to be 
implemented

Online access to valuations 24 hrs a day
n A convenient way to view your financial information at 

the click of a button 
n You will be able to view the composition and up to date 

values of all investments registered in your name
n Document Vault – a place to save and access your 

documents safely and securely
n Secure messaging to avoid the risks associated with 

email

Written valuations
n In addition to your online view, you will receive written 

valuation statements at least every 12 months

Budget review
n We will discuss the impact of legislative changes to your 

personal financial situation

Debt/Mortgage Review
n A review of your loans to help reduce interest rates and 

improve debt structuring arrangements

Tax strategies
n To reduce tax liabilities, and any Inheritance Tax 

potentially payable by your heirs
n Review opportunities and threats created by changes to 

tax laws
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Financial Planning Service
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Insurance protection
n To identify what would need to happen to deal 

with any anticipated cash flow problems, including 
transferring risk to insurance companies

n To decide what financial issues would arise in the 
event of the premature death of either spouse/partner 
or if either spouse/partner became disabled and in 
need of long term care

n This will ensure that you and your family are protected 
from the financial effects of death, long term illness or 
incapacity

Retirement Planning or Retirement Income 
Strategy
n Review opportunities and threats created by any 

changes to pensions legislation

Estate Planning
n The purpose of estate planning is to ensure you can 

make arrangements for your assets to be passed 
across generations in the way you desire without 
affecting your own lifestyle

n Our review ensures your Estate Planning wishes or 
arrangements are current and legally valid

Family Review
n Discuss any financial issues affecting your family and 

advise how best to give your children a grounding in 
financial and investment matters

Liaison with your other professional 
advisers e.g. solicitors, accountants
n With your express authority, we can work with your 

other professional advisers, ensuring all parties 
are “joined-up” in developing and supporting your 
strategy

n We can recommend specialist professionals if 
required

n Discuss whether it would be helpful for us to provide 
updates to your other professional advisers, such as 
solicitors or accountants

De-clutter the Paperwork 
n Sort through any financially related paperwork 

received that requires clarification, action or filing

Follow-up
n Outcomes of the review meeting will be confirmed in 

writing and agreed actions will be carried out

Interim Reviews
n For clients with more complex affairs, we may arrange 

interim review meetings to ensure we can keep on top 
of issues that might have an impact on your overall 
plan

Get in Touch 
For more information please 

contact us on 0121 685 5060
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You will need to: 

n Let us know about any changes to your financial or 
personal circumstances immediately, please don’t think 
you have to wait until your regular financial planning 
meeting 

n Complete the Action Points from each meeting
n Read and sign our Client Service Charter

Your role in ensuring you stay on track
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Essential Money Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  Registered in England No. 6127617 v9 July 2017

3 Greenfield Crescent, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3BE

t:  0121 685 5060  
e:  justask@essentialmoney.co.uk
w:  www.essentialmoney.co.uk
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